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The latter extends from the Urals to the river Yenessei, while
between this river and the river Lena lies the Central Siberian
Plateau.
Underlying the sedimentary rocks of which . the East
European Plain and the Central Siberian Plateau are com-
posed, and probably also deep beneath the West Siberian
Lowland, there is a great thickness of ancient crystalline rocks,
which form rigid blocks of the earth's crust. They are com-
posed of rocks belonging to the Archaean period, denuded
and rnetamorphozed in ancient times. Since Archaean times
these blocks have remained resistant to the processes of folding
and mountain-building, which have caused only slight bending
and cracking, faulting, and vertical movements, so that in
general the sedimentary rocks deposited upon them have
remained more or less undisturbed and almost horizontal.
These ancient rigid regions of the earth's crust have been
named 'continental platforms.' The platform upon which
rests the Central Siberian Plateau was covered with marine
sedimentary deposits during the Palaeozoic period. Then the
land was raised up en masse, and subsequently faulted and
dislocated, eroded and dissected, by weathering and, river
action, so that to-day it has a mountainous surface. The
platform underlying the East European Plain, however, was
covered entirely or in part by the sea many times, while
during the periods between the transgressions it was raised
up and became dry land, or was covered with areas of shallow
water. Thus we can find to-day sedimentary deposits ranging
from the Silurian to the Tertiary periods. When it was finally
raised above the level of the sea and assumed its present
continental form at the beginning of the Quaternary period
it was not elevated to a great height, and this fact, together
with the relatively recent elevation, accounts for the small
amount of dissection and erosion which has taken place, as
compared with the Central Siberian Plateau.
Between the two platforms was a geosyncline, in which
sediirientary deposits were laid down from very early times
until after the Tertiary period. Even after the Quaternary
Glaciation marine deposits were formed in the northern part.